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JAMES SENTENCED TO 42 YEARS IN PRISON 
FOR MIDDLETON BANK ROBBERIES 

Madison, Wisconsin -- Erik C. Peterson, United States Attorney for the Western 

District of Wisconsin, announced that Jarrett M. James, 29, Madison, Wis., was 

sentenced today to 42 years in prison without parole for committing two armed bank 

robberies. On June 18, 2008, following a three-day jury trial in United States District 

Court in Madison, a federal jury found James guilty of robbing Bank Mutual in 

Middleton, Wis., on March 16 and April 14, 2006. 

The government's proof at trial established that James robbed Bank Mutual on 

Century Avenue in Middleton during the morning of March 16 and again during the 

morning of April 14, 2006. During each robbery, James brandished a firearm and forced 

all of the employees, at gun point, into the vault where he then forced them to provide 

him the cash from the vault. James obtained approximately $62,000 in the first robbery 

and approximately $59,000 in the second robbery. 

Law enforcement officials ultimately recovered both guns used during the 

robberies. The March gun was recovered from a safe belonging to James in a Madison 



 

residence; the April gun was seized during James' arrest by Nebraska law enforcement 

officials on gun and marijuana charges in May 2006. 

Following the first robbery, James spent approximately $16,000 in cash making 

purchases at American TV in Madison; he also paid $6,000 in cash as advance payments 

for an apartment in Madison. Following the second robbery, James paid $15,500 in cash 

(155 - $100 bills) for a used Lexus in Madison. 

Following the second robbery, a very alert Madison citizen saw James acting 

suspiciously while James tossed a pink item in a dumpster near an apartment in 

Madison. The Madison Police Department responded immediately and retrieved what 

turned out to be a fleece, hot-pink glove identical to the gloves worn by James in the 

second robbery. The Wisconsin State Crime Laboratory was then able to match James' 

DNA to DNA taken from the glove. 

In sentencing James, Chief Judge Crabb stated that James’ conduct was 

abhorrent, and that his prior criminal record and complete disregard for the law make it 

likely he will offend again if not imprisoned. 

Today's sentencing was the result of a lengthy investigation conducted by the 

Middleton Police Department, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Madison Police 

Department, the Dane County Sheriff's Department, and the Douglas County 

(Nebraska) Sheriff’s Department. Prosecution of the case has been handled by Assistant 

U.S. Attorney John W. Vaudreuil. 
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